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in the form of totalitarianism, could well exist side by side. As a
result the refugees' " atrocity " stories were received with insult-
ing incredulity.
Yet as soon as it was " practical" to pursue an active policy
against Hitler, especially after 1939, such a " regime of horror "
could only exist in Germany, the eternal " enemy " of all man-
kind.
. This theory, motivated by obvious interests, was given a severe,
almost mortal, blow by the fact that a similar system, needless to
say provisional Oust as the Fascist Government was forced on
the Italian people for a "provisional period" of twenty-one
years), was introduced in Vichy. The mere names of Vernet, in
the beautiful South of France, or Meridja in North Africa, are
to-day as synonymous with modern savagery as Dachau. This
is the more horrifying as the names of these camps are French.
The instinctive acceptance of natural French kindliness is
revolted at the very thought. To have even to mention the
names, the shameful names, of these camps, wrings the heart of
all sincere friends of " true France ".
For all men of goodwill, for the clear-sighted and impartial
who do not excuse for chauvinistic reasons, one nation's criminal
acts by imputing them solely to its leaders or " the little clique of
traitors" while condemning these selfsame acts when per-
petrated by another nation as collective crimes, the " francisca-
Vichy " system was a proof that neither Hitlerism nor Fascism
was a specific characteristic of any one people, but merely a
governing class's admission of lack of strength and of inability to
maintain control by ordinary legal means. The fact that the
practical expression of such a state of affairs took apparently
different forms in different countries was merely due to differences
in customs, habits, traditions and above all to the degree of
development of modern capitalism and its more or less dynamic
propulsion. The adoption of " concentration camps '* in France,
the delivery of thousands of the International Brigade to Franco,
Hitler and the Italian Fascists, the condemnation of so many
thousands of refugees, who volunteered to fight for their " second
country-*, to worse slavery than in ancient Rome, show that
barbarity and cruelty are not the ** privileges " of any one race,
but the inevitable consequences of a foul system whenever it
succeeds in degrading a people, always in some degree " guilty "
as a collective entity, to such a low level.
The Belgian illustrated monthlv Marine* published in London,
printed two articles in March 1943, which seem particularly
significant and symbolic. The first, A la maniere de Dachau en